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NUMBERS TELL A STORY

Although a time of great change, 2014 was no exception for
the Library bringing patrons to its doors in large numbers. Not
even another long and harsh winter could deter the community
who came seeking reading materials, movies, free cultural ex-
hibits, shows and access to amazing museums in the tri-state
area. Programs for the youngest patrons continued to be a big
draw, with YA program attendance nearly tripling. Many mem-
bers also “stopped in” for a virtual visit as shown by an in-
crease in digital checkouts, a continued stream of traffic on the
website, and a growing social media network on Facebook.

2014 data reveals the critical role our Library plays in meeting
the needs of our community for a variety of services. With en-
thusiasm like this for internet access, audiovisual materials,
and an expertly curated collection of books, it's no surprise to
see numbers like these.

¢ We had 99,170 visitors to the Library and 54,285 visitors to
the website

+ Children’s book circulation was up 930 and AV and other
materials 1,408

+ Children also continue to be our most avid program partici-
pants and YA programs drew largest crowds to date

+ Circulation of digital materials increased by almost 9%

¢ Our materials were even more popular throughout the
county with loans to other libraries up 3,023

¢ The Reference Desk saw 14,300 transactions

¢ 4,650 sessions were booked at the Library internet termi-
nals

2014 Circulation

Adult Book Circulation ...........c.ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 53,412
Children’s Book Circulation ..............cccooiiiiiiiiininnnnn 44,753
Adult Audiovisual & Other .............oooviiiiiiiii, 32,982
Children’s AV & Other ..o, 8,856

Digital Materials ..........ccooiiiiii 6,717
Iltems Loaned to Other Libraries ...............ccooeevennn. 27,777

Total.....oo 174,497

2014 Attendance

Adult Program Attendance ...........cccocooiiiiiiiiiiinn, 2,018

YA Program Attendance ... 510
Children’s Program Attendance ...................cocooiente. 8,590

A New Chapter Begins

While we continue to take great pride in our suc-
cess at serving the community in the same great
ways all have become accustomed to, the past
year was one marked by exciting changes. Say-
ing goodbye to our long time director Mary Don-
nery gave us a chance to entice a Westchester
County native back to the neighborhood as our
new director.
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In just a few months since her tenure began,
Yvonne Cech has become an invaluable fixture at
the Library. She hit the ground running, providing
a seamless transition for Library staff and patrons
alike. While Yvonne's leadership has ensured the
Library’s ability to sustain the top-notch program-
ming and library services we all enjoy throughout
the year, she has also infused fresh ideas into the

mix. Some improvements are readily apparent
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such as the new digital media display near the en-
trance and enhanced homebound services, while
other developments are in earlier stages, but sure
to come to fruition in the near term. Not surprising-
ly given Yvonne's extensive background as a chil-
dren’s librarian, she has recognized the growing
importance of providing Library programs, services
and materials for the youngest patrons. She wise-
ly tapped a skilled and
familiar face to fill a new
full time role of Head
Children’s and Youth Ser-
vices. Lauren Dorien
took on this challenge af-
ter being with the Library
since 2007, and we have
her to thank for all those
creative workshops bring-
ing in tweens and teens.
She too brings great
promise for improve-
ments yet to come. The Library couldn’t be better
poised for its next chapter!
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JOIN US!

Become a member of the Croton Free Library

Association. For details and to donate online go to
www.crotonfreelibrary.org/donate

Croton Reads - Even in the Show

We can’t claim that we planned it that way, but we
couldn’t have asked for a more perfectly themed set-
ting for Croton Reads 2015. Freshly falling snow
covered the village as readers crowded into the Ot-
tinger room on March 1 to meet The Snow Queen
author Michael Cunningham. Chilly conditions could
not deter those who wanted to meet this Pulitzer
Prize Winning author, whose gracious and charming
presence warmed our hearts. Before answering
questions providing great insight into his creative pro-
cess, not to mention the human condition, Michael
thrilled the audience with readings of two short sto-
ries scheduled to appear in his next book, A Wild
Swan and Other Tales.. While The Snow Queen
had the Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale of the
same name as its seed of inspiration, Michael truly
transported us to the world of make believe with his
modern take on Snow White and The Steadfast Tin
Soldier. All fortunate listeners were as enchanted as
any child being read a bed time story — but who could
have dreamt of hearing a writer's mellifluous voice
reciting his own words?

The author event was only
one aspect of this commu-
nity wide reading initiative
designed to connect resi-
dents through a shared
reading experience. In ad-
dition to the informal chats
around town about the
book selection, we also got
together in February for an
| informative and insightful

- : panel discussion, led by
Library Director Yvonne Cech. Local experts in psy-
chology, Jim Kramer, MSW, and music composition,
Frank Migliorelli, joined Purchase College literature
professor, Anthony Domestico to share their expert
perspectives on the novel.

We can’t wait for Croton Reads to take shape for its
next installment in 2016!



